Materials and Methods

Nephelometry
. The major and minor components in the patient's serum could be distinguished, and both showed complete lines of identity with the IgA components in its own and the other sera.
Gel-ifitration chromatography showed two IgA components, with a relative molecular mass of 670 000 for the larger (Figure 4) . On the basis of absorbance at 280 nm, the earlier-eluting component appeared to be the major component. As in whole serum, the IgA concentration could not be distinctively measured in the Immunochemistry System Analyzer because the result varied, depending on dilution. The major component proved to be the same as the component in the outer ring when whole serum was assayed by radial immunodiffusion, The most common cause of two rings on an IgA plate is a monomer and a dimer, but dimeric IgA does not cause interference when assayed by nephelometry (1). The most common cause of a discrepancy such as seen here is an IgA2 myeloma. Thus initial impressions indicated that the major protein was IgA2 and the minor IgA1.
Two IgA subgroups were first recognized, was shown to be identical to that from whole serum which formed the inner ring on radial immunodiffusion ( Figure  1.8, well 15) 
